Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 ADDIS 02744 210855Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 SS-15 
/048 W 

009494 211128Z/11 

R 210826Z IUN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8774 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ADDIS ABABA 2744 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PDIP, ET, BE 

SUBJECT: BELGIAN AMBASSADOR PRESENTS CREDENTIALS - FINALLY 

SUMMARY: DELAY OF OVER TWO MONTHS IN THE BELGIAN AMBASSADOR S 
PRESENTATION OF CREDENTIALS WAS FINALLY RESOLVED JUNE 17 AS 
THE AMBASSADOR FORCED THE ISSUE, THE PMGSE FOUND A SUBTLE 
WAY TO INDICATE ITS DISPLEASURE WITH THE AMBASSADOR HIMSELF. 
CIRCUMSTANCES AND REASONS FOR THE DELAY IN SCHEDULING CRE- 
DENTIALS PRESENTATION NOT LIKELY TO BE REPEATED IN THE CASE 
OF AMBASSADOR-DESIGNATE CHAPIN, BUT TIMING COULD REFLECT STATUS 
OF THEN CURRENT BILATERAL RELATIONS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . BELGIUM'S NEW AMBASSADOR TO ETHIOPIA, ROGER MARTIN, ARRIVED 
SEVERAL MONTHS AFTER HIS PREDECESSOR, JACQUES D'HONDT, FINISHED 
HIS TOUR. AMB MARTIN WAS DELAYED ENROUTE TO HEAD HIS COUNTRY'S 
DELEGATION TO THE BELGRADE CSCE MEETING. AFTER ARRIVAL. 

HE WAITED OVER TWO MONTHS TO PRESENT HIS CREDENTIALS. 

REPEATED CALLS TO THE MOFA PRODUCED NO RESULTS. HIS PATIENCE 
HAVING WORN THIN. AMB MARTIN CALLED THE MEMBER OF THE PROVI- 
SIONAL MILITARY ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL (PMAC OR DIRG) IN 
CHARGE OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS. MAJ. BERHANU BAYEH, TO ENQUIRE 
POINTEDLY IF THE PMGSE WERE INTERESTED IN DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS 
WITH BELGIUM OR NOT. BERHANU PLED IGNORANCE OF THE DELAY AND 
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UNDERTOOK TO LOOK INTO THE SITUATION. WITHIN DAYS THE CEREMONY 
FOR THE PRESENTATION OF CREDENTIALS WAS HELD (JUNE 17), WITH 
PMAC SECRETARY GENERAL CAPT. FIKRE-SELASSIE WOGDERESS FILLING 
IN FOR PMAC CHAIRMAN LT. COL. MENGISTU. 

2. THE LONG BELGIAN WAIT AND THE ULTIMATE RESOLUTION OF THE 
CASE DREW A GREAT DEAL OF ATTENTION. THERE WERE UNCONFIRMED 
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INDICATIONS THAT THE MOFA WAS IRRITATED AT AMB MARTIN'S END 
RUN; AND THERE WAS CONSIDERABLE COMMENT ON FIKRE-SELASSIE'S 
INSTEAD OF MENGISTU'S RECEIVING THE AMB’S CREDENTIALS. 

EXCEPT WHEN HE WAS ABSENT FROM ADDIS, MENGISTU HAD ALWAYS 
PREVIOUSLY DONE SO; THAT HE DID NOT IN THIS CASE IS WIDELY 
INTERPRETED AS AN ETHIOPIAN MARK OF DISPLEASURE WITH AMB 
MARTIN'S IMPATIENCE. (HOWEVER, FACT FIKRE-SELASSIE RATHER 
THAN MENGISTU ALSO RECEIVED FAREWELL CALL OF DEPARTING SOUTH 
KOREAN AMBASSADOR WOULD INDICATE DELIBERATE DOWN-PLAYING 
OF RELATIONS WITH BOTH COUNTRIES.) THE MANGLING OF AMB 
MARTIN'S REMARKS AT THE PRESENTATION CEREMONY AS REPORTED IN 
THE ENGLISH-LANGUAGE GOVERNMENT-OWNED "ETHIOPIAN HERALD" 
("BELGIUM. ..IS GUIDED BY THE POLICY OF NEUTRALITY ") IS GENERALLY 
REGARDED AS SLOPPY AND IDEOLOGICALLY-MOTIVATED REPORTING. 

ON OTHER HAND, FIKRE-SELASSIE'S COMMENTS "INTERFERENCE OF 
NATO MEMBERS TO HAMPER PROGRESSIVE AND LIBERATION MOVEMENTS 
IN AFRICA" WERE PROBABLY ACCURATE AS WELL AS INSULTING. 

3. AMB MARTIN TOLD US THAT HIS INTERPRETATION OF THIS LONG 
DELAY WAS (A) BELGIUM IS A SMALL WESTERN COUNTRY OF NO SPECIAL 
INTEREST TO THE PMGSE AND (B) NO OTHER AMBASSADORS (ESPECIALLY 
MARXIST-LENINISTS) WERE WAITING TO PRESENT CREDENTIALS. 

WE AGREE WITH THIS INTERPRETATION AND NOTE THAT AT LEAST ONE 
OTHER AMBASSADOR OF SIMILAR STATION HAD TO WAIT FOR UP TO TWO 
MONTHS. A BETTER INDICATION OF HOW THE PMGSE OPERATES WILL BE 
PROVIDED BY THE FRENCH AMBASSADOR-DESIGNATE WHO ARRIVED 
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IN ADDIS JUNE 20. 

4. WHEN AMBASSADOR-DESIGNATE CHAPIN ARRIVES, HE SHOULD NOT 
HAVE TO FACE THIS COMBINATION OF CIRCUMSTANCES OF PRESENTING 
A COUNTRY OF LITTLE IMPORTANCE TO THE PMGSE AND OF BEING THE 
ONLY AMBASSADOR WAITING. HOWEVER, TIMING OF CEREMONY ONE WAY 
OR ANOTHER WILL BE A FUNCTION OF US-ETHIO BILATERAL RELATIONS 
AT MOMENT, PARTICULARLY AS THEY ARE AFFECTED BY OUR MILITARY 
SUPPLY RELATIONSHIP WITH SOMALIA. 

MATHERON 
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